


# on 


% 


To the Honorable H. A. W. Skeen, Judge of the cireaiit court of 
Lee County, Virginia: 

Humbly complaining, your oratrix, Lula King, respectfully rep- 
resents unto your honor that on the 30th day of May, 1902, she was 
united in matrimony to one Jerry King; that both she and her seid 


have been since their said marriaze residents 
ar 9 ¥ : f t 


husband are now and 
UW} +t Jad ; We Conus, 
ef, Lees county, it ge that shortly after their said merriace the 


said Jerry abandoned and deserted her, and has never really lived 
with and supported her, although she has borne him two children, the 
eldest of which is dead and the younger of which is now only a few 
months 01d; that the said Jerry has recently become enamored of one 
Mat Williams, a woman of bad repute, and within the last three or 
four months has been guilty of repeated acts of adultery with the 
said Met Williama in Lee County, Virginia, on the town branch, north 
of the town of Jonesville; that he has been seen to Oo with the said 
Mat Williams out into the bushes and there renain with herefor some 
hours by numerous persons; that since she has been informed of these 
acts of adultery on his part, she has not cohabited with the said 
Jerry, that she is unab'ie to state the exact times of there acts 
of adultery, but can and does state that they have occurred repeat— 
edly within the months of February and March, 1905. The said Jarry 
has no property of any worth or value, and hence she does not seek or 
ask alimony. 

In consideration whereof, your oratrix prays that the said 
Jerry King be made 9 party defendert to this bill, and be required 
to answer the same; that spa. issue; and that upon 2 hearing she 


be granted an absolute divorce from the said Jerry. 
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To Jerry Xing: 

You are hereby notified that on the 22nd day of April, 1905, 
at the office of L. T. Hyatt, in the town of Jonesville, Lee “ounty, 
Virginia, I will take the depositions of Rufus Miles, Alfred Goins, 
May King ond thers which depositions, when taken, ere intended to 
be read as evidence on my behalf in @ certain suit Por divarce pend 


ing in Lee Sirecuit court wherein I am plaintiff and you are defendant. 
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The depositions of Rufus Miles and ohhersa taken, before me 
Geo .P .Cridilin, . Commissioner in Chancery for the Circuit Court a 
Les County, Virginia, at the office of L.T»Hyatt, in the town ef 
Jonesville, Vas, on the 22na@ day of April, 21905, pursuant to no- 
tice hereto attached, which depositions are intended to be read as 
evidence in behalf of the plaintiff in a certain suit in chancery 
now depending in the Circuit Court of Lee County, in which Lula 
King is plaintiff and Jerry King is defendant. 

Present L.T.Hyatt, attorney for plaintiff. 


Rufus Miles a witness of lawful age being duly sworn deposes 
as follows: 

Q@.1.--— Pleam estae your age, residence and occupation. 

A.-— Am 81 years 014, live near Jonesville, am now mining. 

@.2.-- Do you know Lula King, the wife of Jerry Kin@ and also the 
said Jerry. 

A.-- I am acquainted with both of said parties, 

Q.5.-- About how long if you know, have they been married 

A.-- About 3 years, 

@.4.--How long has it been since they lived together? 

A.-= I don't Know that they ever lived together. I understood 
that they lived together a little while at Pennington Gap something 
Ove a year ag. 

Q@.8.— Do you Know Mat Williams? 

A.-- Yes sir, 

@.6.-— Did you ever see Jerry King guilty of any improper conduct 
with Mat Williams, and if so when, and state what it was? 

Ae-—- I have seen him hugging around her, and seen him take her 
out in to the bushes. I saw him go out in the vushes one night and 
aay something 1iKe an hour or hour and a half. I have seen her sit- 
ting on his lap lots of times. These acts have eccurred within 
the last year, or at least since he moved back here from Pennington 
Gap. It has been about a month ago since the time I saw him take 
her out into the bushes that night. I do not remember the exact time. 

@.7.-- Did anybody go with them when they went off in the bushes 





together? 

— Nobody else that I saw. 

Q.8.-- What is the reputation of Mat Williams in the commmity where 
she lives for chastity and virtue, and what is the reputation of the 
house where she lives, and where the defendant visited her? 

A .-- She has the reputation of being a woman of bad character 
for chastity, and the house where she lives and where I saw the 
defendant visiting her has the reputation of being a house of ill- 
fame. | 

Q.9.-~- Where do Jerry King and Lula King now live, and where have 
they lived for the last two years. 

Ai-- Jerry King has lived in the County all his life I suppose, 
at least he has lived here every since I have Know for ten or fif- 
teen years. I know that Lula King has lived here in the County for 
four or five years. 

@.10.-—— Did you ever see Jerry King guilty of any improper con- 
duct with any other women? 

Ae-- I have seen him with Mert Collins, hugging around her and 
going places with her. Mert Collins is a notorious strumpet, 

Q.11.-- How long has it been since Lula King has lived with Jerry 
as his wife. 


A.-- It has been about a year. 
And further deponet saith not. 
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Frahce Miles another witness of lawful age being duly sworn 

deposesa as follows: 

Q.1.-- Please state your age, residence and occupation. 

Ae-- I am 58 years o1d, live near Joneaville, and am a farmer. 

R.2-— Did you recently live on Town Branch near where Mat Wil- 
liams lives? 

Ae--— Yes sir. 

®.5.-~- What is her reputation for chastity? 


A.-- She has the reputation 8f being a notorious prostitute. 
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Q.4.-- Did you ever see Jerry King guilty of any improper conduct 
with Mat Williams, if so what ?. 

A.-- I have. I have seen him hugged up with her, and they were 
blackguarding and cursing, on several occasiona. I have not seen 
much of them since I moved some two months ago. 

Q.5.-- Did you ever see Jerry King associating with Mert Collins? 

A.-~ I have seen him going there after dark and coming away about 
daylight next morning. 

&.6.-- What is her reputation for chastity? 


A.-—- It is just as bad as it can be, 


Q.7.-- Has Lula ever lived Jerry King since you have seen thege 
acts of his? 
A.-- She has not. 


And further deponent saith not. 
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Virginia, Lee County, to-wit, 

I, Geo.P.Cridlin, a Commissioner in Chancery for the Circuit 
Court of Lee County, Virginia do certify that the foregoing depo-— 
sitions of Rufus Miles and Frence Miles were taken sworn to and 
subscribed before me at the time, place and for. the purpose in the 
caption mentioned, 


Given under my hand this the 22nd day of April, 1905. 
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Commonwealth of Virginia 


lo whe Sheriff of Lee County, Greeting: 


You are hea commaned to summon Rufus “ites, LLY 
LB thle 
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LA LAA LL KUL At tht tee p » tO appear before me, 
COG wb Orr Let ye 3: Commissioner in Chancéry for the Circuit Court of 
atv my office in the town of Jones Ve 5: on the!) 2end day of ADP WAS 
hee County, VirginiasKx t5 Lestigy andicisre their depositions on 
benalf’ of ula King, in a certain matter of controversy on the 
cnancery side of 


Our said Court devending and undertermined, he- 


tween the said Lula Kine, plaintiffo and ers Kamae 


And this they shall in no 


DePendant. 


wise omit. And have then there this WOE CE 
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‘hie Commonwealth of WMirgisrer, 


To the pris of the Cownty of Lee, Greeting: 
: 4 : 
WE COMMAND YOU, That you summon__) f 


to appear at the Clerk’s office of the Circuit Court of the oon of Lee, at rules to be held for the said court, on 
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